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BIOGRAPHY: Dr. Getachew is an Assistant Professor in Enviro-
nmental Engineering at Rice University. Her research focuses on 
designing responsive membranes and materials for water treatment and 
providing mechanistic understanding of their performance. She is a 
recipient of the ACS PRF New Investigator Award and her work has been 
funded by NSF and DOE. Dr. Getachew completed her Ph.D. and M.Sc. 
in Chemical and Environmental Engineering at Yale University, where 
she developed the first autonomously self-healing water filtration 
membranes. She also holds a B.S. in Chemical Engineering (ABET) from 
Yale. Prior to joining Rice University, Dr. Getachew spent two years as a 
Postdoctoral Associate at the Department of Materials Science and 
Engineering at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Current projects in 
her group at Rice include studying self-healing polymeric materials under 
exposure to complex water matrices, determining the transport properties 
of organic-inorganic hybrid membranes, electrically conductive 
membranes for fouling and scaling mitigation, and the stability of 
hydrogel encapsulants for microbes used in wastewater treatment
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